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Intro to Newsroom Preservation 

Terms: 

● What is ‘born digital’ in a newsroom? 

● What are ‘news apps’? 



Survey Results 

RJI phone survey of 476 news organizations: 

● 406 were “Hybrid” enterprises 

● 70 were “Online Only” publishers 
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News Apps 

ProPublica | Dollars for Docs | 3/3/14 

http://bit.ly/1iJD2cq 

 

NYTimes | 512 Paths to White House | 11/2/12 

http://nyti.ms/OlWyxL 



Survey Results 



Why are they worth preserving? 

● What is the value of newsroom digital preservation? 
o Public Service 

o Posterity 

Imgs: http://nyti.ms/1h9NkB0 

 



Intro to Newsroom Preservation 

Concepts:  

● What is being archived? 

● What are the maintenance challenges? 



Survey Results 
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Current Status 



Preservation Practice 

● What is the 

current approach 

to archiving in 

newsrooms? 
o Survey Results 

o Anecdotal 
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What are large newsrooms doing? 

Imgs: http://bit.ly/1nAeCnL 

http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/ 

 

http://bit.ly/1nAeCnL
http://bit.ly/1nAeCnL
http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/
http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/


What are small newsrooms doing? 

Imgs: http://bit.ly/1wZBZXo 

 

http://bit.ly/1wZBZXo
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Proposed Practice 



Designathon Plan 

Develop a preservation program for newsrooms 

Img: Anne Wooton 



Some Outcomes 

... 

 

Dependency 

Mapping 

 

http://bit.ly/1nBMAbD | https://github.com/propublica/newsappmodel 

 

 

Schema 

Definition 

 

Working 

Group 

 

Developer 

Guides 
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Best/Better Practices 

● Recommendations to news apps 

developers? 

● Schema for cataloging and classifying news 

apps? 

● Resource describing apps and their 

dependencies? 
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Best/Better Practices 

● Engaging 

partner 

communities in 

the process? 

● Monetizing the 

archive?  

 

Img: Banner Blindness Study, http://bit.ly/1nAwrmt 

  

http://bit.ly/1nAwrmt
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Flexible Practice 



Flexible Practices 

● What is an archive? 
o Values? 

o Threats? 

Img: Result for “archive” keyword search in the Noun Project, correlates with “overworked” 

http://bit.ly/1pc4T5j 
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Survey Results 



Institution-Level Scaling 

● Can we accommodate all papers and 

preservation needs? 

 

Img: http://bit.ly/1rAmBTB 

 

 

http://bit.ly/1rAmBTB
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Institutional Cases 

large newsroom 

http://nyti.ms/1h9NkB0 

 

 

 

small newsroom 

http://bklyn.newspapers.com/ 



Tools of Entrapment 

● News orgs rely heavily their CMSes 

● Need public/private partnerships for buy in 

around better preservation practice 

● NYTimes Scoop 

 

Img: http://bit.ly/1kbuxZ2 | http://nyti.ms/1rAUvHF 
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Value of the Archive 

● How are newsroom 

archives quantifiably 

valuable? 

● To what extent is 

monetization an 

option in the 

newsroom? 

 Img: http://bit.ly/1nejEoE 
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Future Practice 



Future Practice - Larger Papers 

● Future media to preserve?  

● Preserving leaks and 

breaches? Snowden files, 

Yanukovych leaked 

documents? 

Img: https://pressfreedomfoundation.org/ 



Future Practice - Smaller Papers 

● News co-ops for 

smaller papers? 

● Enabling different 

media archives: 

audio, tv, broadcast 

● Partnerships 

Img: http://bit.ly/1jUUw6Q 
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Questions + Takeaways 

● Designathon Takeaways:  
o Wiki: http://mzl.la/1pbwnYG 

o Blogpost: http://bit.ly/1nBMAbD 

● Pop Up Archive:  
o Blogpost: http://bit.ly/1kbUisq 

● Survey Results:  
o Blogpost: http://bit.ly/1wwlEt4  

● Next Steps ... 

http://mzl.la/1pbwnYG
http://mzl.la/1pbwnYG
http://bit.ly/1nBMAbD
http://bit.ly/1nBMAbD
http://bit.ly/1kbUisq
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Thank you! 

Anne Wootton 

@annewooton 

Leslie Johnston 

@lljohnston 

Edward McCain 

@e_mccain  

Aurelia Moser 

@auremoser 


