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Overview: Open source licenses. 

Hope O’Keeffe: Goal is to develop best practices for NDIIPP community and to understand open source within NDIIPP to “build toolboxes through collaborative communities.”

· Open source is code “not in black box.” Open source is protected under copyright. (Clarification: patent protects thing it does.)


· Open source is NOT in the public domain, freeware or software. 

· A major benefit of open source users become involved as developers, but can be expensive to operate. 
· Licenses specify the terms under which the copyright work can be “used.” Open source software licenses create derivative works by modifying the source code. Crucial difference is their permissiveness or reciprocity.
· License considerations: institution policies, contractual obligations, existing code base. 
· Challenges of open source: people are no longer afraid of open source, but document is scant, fragmented, or lack of support or training. 
· LC recommends not only writing code but also creating documentation and tech support to software. It doesn’t have to be perfect because you want to build community of users.
Discussion: highlights of discussion among presenters and attendees.

· Before open source software is adopted, the community should investigate its needs. Example: Heritrix crawler had a community around it before it was developed and the community around it contributed to its maturity. 
· Tools inventory and investigating NDIIPP's role, partners trying to leverage LC and NDIIPP and stamp of approval.
· Specific case at LC: an open source tool was developed at LC by contractor as a “front end” to JHOVE. The front end tool doesn’t serve any purpose of its own; it is merely a graphically interface. Someone outside of LC wants to use the tool, and LC is not sure how to answer it. Who owns the rights to the tool?
Action Items:
Martha and Jane will continue to have conversations off and on about open source licensing and NDIIPP to look at sustainability issues. What is a good investment for the funders and how to show value over time? 

