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Executive Summary  

State governments have long understood the value of using geospatial information in decision making 

processes and planning efforts. State agencies have embraced the use of GIS information to analyze real 

world problems, to display and describe the physical world in a digital graphical format, and to provide 

more efficient and effective services to their citizens. State governments are also beginning to recognize 

the value of having access to older geospatial data as a resource to explore societal, environmental, and 

economic change over time. Compelling business drivers such as tracking changes in population, land, or 

vegetation over time, providing a cultural record of place; or the cost of having to recreate datasets that 

were not preserved are spurring users to seek out and use superseded geospatial content.  

State GIS and archives organizations are making efforts to respond to this information need; however, 

they are facing serious obstacles. Traditionally, it has not been a priority for data creators to preserve 

superseded geospatial information or their resultant products. Older data is often overwritten or lost when 

more current information is received or as data is updated. As such, geospatial data is very much 

susceptible to either temporary or permanent loss. In addition, limited resources, diminishing budgets, and 

in some cases a lack of understanding by key decision-makers about the benefits of preserving geospatial 

data can stifle efforts to implement a formal preservation plan.  

The Geospatial Multistate Archive and Preservation Partnership (GeoMAPP) was formed in 2007 to 

address the challenges associated with identifying, preserving and providing long-term access to 

temporally significant digital geospatial content in state and local governments and dynamic data that is 

ñat-riskò of being lost when updates are made. The project is one of four initial state government 

partnerships funded by the Library of Congressô National Digital Information Infrastructure and 

Preservation Program (NDIIPP), and includes representatives from the geospatial and archives staffs of 

Kentucky, North Carolina and Utah. From November 2007 to December 2009, the three state partners 

worked together to investigate approaches for the preservation of and accessibility to superseded 

geospatial data, while concurrently engaging GIS data creators and archives leaders from local and state 

government within each state and nationally to raise awareness about geoarchives issues and solicit 

feedback. 

During this initial phase of the project, the GeoMAPP team explored digital preservation issues in a 

number of topic areas, including: business planning, data inventory and metadata, appraisal and access, 

content transfer and ingest, and industry outreach.  

The partnership established working groups that included both GIS and archives staff to address each of 

these areas. This model allowed project participants to contribute in areas that mirrored their expertise 

within their own state. While the partners took a unique ñstate-centricò approach to investigating the 

different topic areas, each was mindful of sharing and discussing individual findings and applying them to 

the collective questions the group was addressing. Accordingly, partners worked diligently to share their 

experiences, learn from each other and form project-wide generalized recommendations, best practices 

and standards.  
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Key observations from GeoMAPPôs efforts to date:  

 Collaboration is a key component to establishing a unified approach to preservation. 

Frequent formal or informal interactions between data creators, data custodians, and archives staff gives 

those involved the opportunity to build familiarity with each disciplineôs jargon and workflows, share 

experiences, and learn about positive and negative data management experiences. A high level of 

collaboration helps to prevent the duplication of efforts and adds value when implementing policies and 

systems and creating generalized recommendations, best practices and standards.  

 Create business case documentation to describe the value of temporal geospatial data and 

justify preservation investments. The preservation of geospatial content will only prove valuable to 

legislators and financial decision makers when they understand that providing sustainable policy and 

funding support for preservation activities is vital and reaps financial benefits. This can be accomplished by 

developing a compelling business case that adequately captures both the tangible and intangible benefits of 

preserving temporal geospatial data, and identifies the risks of inaction. 

 Investigate the existing preservation landscape. Surveys and data inventories are essential tools 

when first starting out. Surveys targeting GIS data producers as well as GIS and archival division 

leadership help to identify the current state of geospatial preservation within state and local government, 

and can also act as a vehicle for outreach. Inventorying holdings tells you what you have and where it is 

stored, both critical components for appraisal. 

 Make it official ï create GIS specific records retention schedules to help ensure that data is 

being managed and preserved appropriately. The archives can be proactive in its collaboration with 

data creators by providing them tangible guidance in the form of a retention schedule. A well-conceived 

retention schedule helps data creators identify permanent geospatial datasets as public records and provides 

guidelines on how to keep these data accessible for long-term future use. A formal records retention 

schedule compels data producers to think about what information they produce, which data need to be 

preserved and how to make these data useful to others. 

 Descriptive detail is a wise preservation investment. Making sure that your geospatial data has 

descriptive metadata associated with it, assigning a logical file name to a dataset, and being aware of the 

dataôs format not only simplifies the ingest of the data, but assures future access and use. 

 Diligence in spreading the word about what youôre doing can give others the tools and 

techniques they need to get started. Whether it is developing a web presence, ñhitting the roadò to 

talk with local governments and regional professional organizations, or attending local and national 

conferences, outreach efforts can go a long way in sharing information that others may find valuable and 

can inform and improve your internal practices. 

 

The initial partnership built a solid foundation by fostering relationships between archivists and GIS 

practitioners and by identifying a number of initial challenges with inventorying, appraising, transferring 

and ingesting geospatial data and creating unique approaches to begin to address these issues. Based on 

the initial success of the GeoMAPP project, the Library of Congress awarded additional grant funding to 

the GeoMAPP team to extend its investigation. GeoMAPPôs research and outreach aims will continue in 

2010 with at least two new full time partners and ten informational partners joining North Carolina, 

Kentucky, and Utah in the GeoMAPP 2010 effort.  
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Project Overview  

Introducing GeoMAPP 

What happens to superseded versions of dynamic critical state and local government geospatial data when 

updates are made? How do you identify what data need to be preserved? How does an archival repository 

appraise, ingest, preserve and provide access to this complex digital data for the long term? How does a 

state build and grow a program to address these preservation challenges in the face of financial and 

staffing cutbacks? 

In November 2007 under the auspices of the Library of Congressô National Digital Information 

Infrastructure and Preservation Program (NDIIPP), state government archives and GIS practitioners from 

Kentucky, North Carolina, and Utah chartered a partnership to investigate these questions and other issues 

relating to the preservation of geospatial content.   

This effort, which became the Geospatial Multistate Archive and Preservation Partnership (GeoMAPP), 

began with the aims of: 

1. Identifying geospatial content within each state that is temporally valuable or is ñat-riskò of being 

lost when updates are made;  

2. Analyzing and providing recommendations on workflows in each state that affect the ability to 

preserve digital geospatial data; 

3. Exploring the challenges of building collaborative relationships across organizational units within 

each state and across state lines; 

4. Investigating technical challenges related to the inventory, appraisal, ingest, storage and 

preservation processes to ensure the long-term viability and accessibility of valuable digital 

geospatial data; 

5. Researching business planning materials and practices that could be used to justify the creation, 

expansion or maintenance of a sustainable geoarchive;  

6. Engaging relevant industry members from both the geospatial and archives communities to learn 

about products that could benefit the geoarchiving process and potentially encourage product 

changes that could benefit future archiving efforts; 

7. Conducting outreach with geospatial data creators as well as archives and geospatial leaders, 

providing demonstrable models, practices and tools that can be shared with other state, local and 

regional government entities. 

From the projectôs inception until the conclusion of its initial phase in at the end of 2009, GeoMAPP 

partners worked across state boundaries to research answers to these complex obstacles. The challenges 

were investigated and discussed during collaborative teams meetings and through the efforts of six subject 

area specific working groups formed to investigate issues relating to: appraisal and access, business case 

development, communications and outreach, content lifecycle and data transfer, industry outreach, data 

inventory and metadata.  

Each partner introspectively evaluated its own processes in order to build tailored solutions to address the 

challenge of geospatial data preservation. These solutions often relied on the findings of the other partners 

and leveraged existing processes and workflows within each state to ease implementation. Drawing from 
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these individual state findings and collaborative project tasks, GeoMAPPôs aim was to identify common 

solutions and consolidated findings that could be shared with other states and localities to help address the 

challenges of designing, implementing and sustaining processes and systems to help preserve geospatial 

data for future use and analysis. 

Preservations Efforts Paving the Way for GeoMAPP 

NDIIPP 

In December 2000, the United States Congress authorized the Library of Congress to develop and execute 

a congressionally approved plan for NDIIPP. An initial $100 million congressional appropriation was 

made to establish the program, with the goal of building a network of committed partners throughout the 

country to develop preservation architecture with defined roles and responsibilities.
1
 To address this goal, 

the Library developed a Preserving Our Digital Heritage: Plan for the National Digital Information 

Infrastructure and Preservation Program,
2
 a document that explains how the plan was developed, who 

the Library worked with to develop the plan and the key components of the digital preservation 

infrastructure. The plan was approved by Congress in December 2002. 

NCGDAP 

Early in the program NDIIPP realized that born digital geospatial data was a critical component of the 

overall digital preservation strategy. Launched in the fall of 2004, the North Carolina Geospatial Data 

Archiving Project (NCGDAP)
3
 was one of NDIIPPôs initial grant projects and acted as a catalyst for 

discussion about the issues surrounding the preservation of state and local government geospatial content. 

NCGDAP featured collaboration between North Carolina State University Libraries and the North 

Carolina Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA) in partnership with NDIIPP. From 

2004 to 2009, NCGDAP primarily focused on the collection and preservation of digital geospatial data 

content harvested from state and local government agencies in North Carolina. 

Key NCGDAP objectives included:  

1. Identification of available resources through the NC OneMap data inventory; 

2. Acquisition of ñat riskò geospatial data, including static data such as digital orthophotos as well 

time series data such as local land records and zoning data; 

3. Development of digital repository architecture for geospatial data, using open source software 

tools; 

4. Enhancement of existing geospatial metadata with additional preservation metadata; 

5. Investigation of automated identification and capture of data resources from remote servers using 

emerging Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) specifications; 

6. Development of a model for data archiving and time series development; and 

7. Outreach to the North Carolina GIS community about the preservation of geospatial data. 

                                                           
1 National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program Information Bulletin, 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/library/program_back.html  
2 The complete text of the ñPlan for the National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Programò is available at 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/library/resources/pubs/index.html  
3 For more info about NCGDAP see: http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/ncgdap/ 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/library/program_back.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/library/resources/pubs/index.html
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/ncgdap/
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In addition to the lessons learned from the projectôs investigation of technical preservation challenges, 

one of the lasting impacts from NCGDAP has been the establishment of a dialog with data producers 

about the value of preserving geospatial data that is at risk of being overwritten or lost. NCGDAPôs 

outreach included encouraging local government and state agency geospatial data creators to enter and 

manage information about their data holdings by registering and participating in the GIS Inventory.
 4
 The 

GIS Inventory has proven to be an invaluable source for information about data created within North 

Carolina and became a key starting point for the archives appraisal process for the state as part of 

GeoMAPP. NCGDAPôs initial engagement with the GIS community within North Carolina and with 

national geospatial and archives bodies, not only provided a platform to communicate the issues of 

geospatial preservation, but also identified the need to continue and expand the scope of research and 

outreach efforts. 

The NCGDAP project team also conducted surveys in 2006
5
 and 2008

6
 targeting municipal and county 

government GIS practitioners as a measure of outreach and to get a sense of preservation practices in 

local government. NCGDAP efforts ended in 2009, however the project identified several key 

preservation issues that continue to be explored and laid the groundwork for items to be examined by the 

GeoMAPP team such as business planning, records scheduling and transferring diverse content between 

states. 

Preserving State Government Information Initiative 

As the initial NDIIPP projects were ramping up in 2005, the Library of Congress sponsored a series of 

workshops involving all 50 states and three territories to discuss the issues surrounding the preservation 

of state government digital information. These workshops served as an opportunity for the Library to 

gather information and explore potential opportunities for engagement between NDIIPP and the states. 

The report that resulted from the workshops, Preservation of State Government Digital Information: 

Issues and Opportunities,
7
 not only provided a detailed view of the formidable challenges facing the 

states but also identified collaborative opportunities.  

NDIIPP prepared a call for proposals for state government partners that built on the initial set of NDIIPP 

investments in establishing a network of preservation partners. The call resulted in the Preserving State 

Government Information initiative, four partnerships of state government entities addressing the 

preservation of a variety of state and local government information. Following in the footsteps of 

NCGDAPôs successful exploration of geoarchiving, in November 2007 the states of Kentucky and Utah 

joined North Carolina under an effort originally titled ñthe Multi-State Demonstration Project for 

Preservation of State Government Digital Informationò the project later to be named GeoMAPP.   

 

 

                                                           
4
 http://www.gisinventory.net/  

5 http://www.nconemap.net/portals/7/documents/2006_LocalGovt_Geoarchives_Survey_Results.pdf  
6 http://www.nconemap.net/portals/7/documents/LocalGovt_GeoArchives_Survey_Results.pdf  
7 Library of Congress, ñPreservation of State Government Digital Information: Issues and Opportunities,ò 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/library/resources/pubs/docs/preserving_state_gov_info2005.pdf  8 NC OneMap 

http://www.nconemap.net/. 

http://www.gisinventory.net/
http://www.nconemap.net/portals/7/documents/2006_LocalGovt_Geoarchives_Survey_Results.pdf
http://www.nconemap.net/portals/7/documents/LocalGovt_GeoArchives_Survey_Results.pdf
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/library/resources/pubs/docs/preserving_state_gov_info2005.pdf
http://www.nconemap.net/
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GeoMAPP: A Collaborative Partnership at Work  

One of the unique elements of the GeoMAPP partnership has been the distributed nature in which work 

has been completed with involvement from each of the project partners. While the partners took a unique 

ñstate-centricò approach to investigating geoarchiving, each was mindful of sharing and discussing their 

individual findings and applying them to the collective questions that the group was addressing. 

Collaboration in a multistate consortium is atypical of how problems are customarily addressed in state 

government, where tight staffing constraints often limit organizations to be narrowly focused on 

managing existing processes and addressing issues only when production challenges occur. Partners 

worked diligently to share their experiences, learn from each other and form project-wide generalized 

recommendations, best practices and standards.  

The GeoMAPP partnership includes the following agencies: 

 North Carolina Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (Principal Investigator)  

 North Carolina State Archives- Government Records Branch (Co- Principal Investigator) 

 North Carolina State University Libraries 

                      
 

 Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives 

 Kentucky Division of Geographic Information 

 Kentucky State University 

       
 

 Utah State Archives and Records Service 

 Utah Automated Geographic Reference Center 

      

GeoMAPPôs pairing of archives and GIS staff from each state has enabled each of the state partners to 

establish or enhance the relationship between these organizations and to jointly investigate the challenges 

of preserving geospatial content. The ñgetting to know each otherò process has featured building a 

familiarization of each disciplineôs terms and jargon while providing formal cross training between 

groups on both archival and GIS tools and technologies. By understanding each otherôs language and 

learning workflows and responsibilities, the state teams are better prepared to tackle the challenge of 

preserving geospatial content.  
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The following section provides background on each of the partner stateôs GIS and electronic records 

programs and organizations and addresses geoarchiving activities prior to the partnershipôs inception: 

North Carolina 

North Carolina is the principal investigator (PI) and lead state for the GeoMAPP effort. The North 

Carolina team pairs staff from the North Carolina State Archives Government Records Branch and the 

North Carolina Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA). The North Carolina State 

Archives is part of the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources which has archival responsibility 

for records created by state and local government agencies in North Carolina. CGIA manages NC 

OneMAP,
 8
 North Carolinaôs geospatial data repository, and is responsible for project management, 

coordination, and contracts administration for GeoMAPP. CGIA began the project organizationally 

aligned with the state Department of Environment and Natural Resources, but in late 2009 was 

transitioned to the Office of Information Technology Services. North Carolina State University (NCSU) 

Libraries assisted GeoMAPP in a technical advisory role, sharing lessons learned from their experiences 

with NCGDAP and involvement with national geospatial organizations such as the Open Geospatial 

Consortium (OGC).
 9
 

Electronic Records Program Background 

At the beginning of the GeoMAPP project, the archives had 2.5 staff dedicated to collecting and 

managing electronic records including: 

 E-mail from the Superintendant of Public Schools and the Governor of North Carolina 

 State Agency website archives (since 2005) 

 Audio files from the State Senate 

 Files from the state Office of Information Technology Services 

These data were typically stored on CDs or DVDs. Despite losing a staff analyst in late 2008 and the 

sectionôs branch head in early 2009, the electronic records program has continued to grow. In January 

2009, the archives received over 200,000 files (90 GB) from the outgoing Governorôs administration and 

collected 50,000 e-mails, while also continuing to capture websites, accessioning senate audio files and 

actively participating in the exploration of ingesting and preserving geospatial content. Additionally, in 

late 2009 items such as archiving of state government-wide e-mail and the capture of state government 

maintained Web 2.0 tools such as Twitter© and Facebook© have also arisen as archival challenges for the 

state. 

North Carolinaôs Geospatial Architecture 

North Carolinaôs spatial data clearinghouse, known as NC OneMap, provides freely accessible data 

created by state, local and federal agencies via download in the ESRI shapefile format. Raster data is 

available in MrSID, JPEG, and IMG formats. In 2009, the site provided File Transfer Protocol (FTP) 

download access to over 110 vector and 125 raster geospatial datasets. NC OneMapôs datasets feature 

                                                           
 8 NC OneMap http://www.nconemap.net/. 
9 For more info about the OGC, see: http://www.opengeospatial.org/.  

http://www.nconemap.net/
http://www.opengeospatial.org/
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Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) compliant metadata records.
10

 If a metadata record is not 

included when data is submitted for posting, staff will create a new metadata record with input from the 

data creator. The OneMap team will also enhance or refine existing metadata records transferred with 

datasets when they are missing critical information with input from the data creator. Before data is posted 

it is also opened and checked to assess file validity, dataset projection and geographic extent.  

 

 
NC OneMAP allows users to locate and download geospatial content via a map viewer or FTP. 

 

Despite having a robust centralized repository, most geospatial data in North Carolina are produced, 

maintained and hosted by data creators situated in a variety of state and local governments agencies, thus 

giving North Carolina a fairly decentralized approach to providing access to its geospatial content. NC 

OneMap uses Web Map Services (WMS)
 11

 to provide access to these remotely created and managed 

datasets via the Internet. In 2009, over 350 geographic data layers were accessible using the NC OneMap 

viewer
12

 and NC OneMap had established relationships with over 100 partners who shared data either 

directly or via WMS, including a diverse mix of federal, state and local government agencies and 

academic institutions. More than 80% of these partners represent city or county government.  

 

This decentralized approach to data hosting and management has made archiving this content and 

determining a location of capture a significant challenge for the North Carolina team.  

 

                                                           
10

 Geospatial metadata details on p.27 
11 NC OneMap WMS Data Catalog, http://www.nconemap.net/datacatalog/. 
12 NC OneMap Viewer, http://204.211.239.202/viewer/. 

http://www.nconemap.net/datacatalog/
http://204.211.239.202/viewer/
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Mapping the complicated movement of geospatial content in North Carolina 

 

Existing Geoarchives Activities 

Before GeoMAPPôs inception, there was no formal archiving of geospatial content by the North Carolina 

State Archives and the relationship between CGIA and the State Archives was in its infancy. However, 

CGIA and NCSUôs involvement in the NCGDAP project and strong interest and support from the stateôs 

Geographic Information Coordinating Council (GICC)
13

 had catalyzed a strong interest in preserving 

geospatial content in North Carolina prior to the GeoMAPP kickoff. 

Prior to the Fall 2004 launch of the NCGDAP project, ñarchivingò of geospatial datasets in North 

Carolina was largely an localized effort driven by GIS data producers and often tied to regular back-up 

management practices or informal archives including personal collections of data stored on compact discs 

and tapes. There was little statewide awareness of the issue. Records retention schedules, which were 

adept at handling paper records, made little or no mention of digital geospatial records.  

The GICCôs early interest in preserving and providing access to superseded geospatial content was made 

evident in the May 2003 vision statement for the development of NC OneMap, in which it was noted as 

an essential characteristic of the emerging state mapping portal that ñhistoric and temporal data will be 

maintained and available.ò Data archiving was formally addressed in 2007 in the findings of the GICCôs 

Local/State/Regional/Federal Data Sharing ad hoc Committee. The Data Sharing Committee, comprised 

                                                           
13

 For more info about NCôs GICC see: http://www.ncgicc.com/  

 

http://www.ncgicc.com/
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of members from the local, state and federal government and university communities, focused on 

addressing the challenges that data producers face in providing access to their data. The Committee 

recommended that ñdata producers should evaluate and publish their long term access, retention, and 

archival strategies for historic data.ò
14

 

Based on the findings of the Data Sharing Committee, the GICC created the Archival and Long Term 

Access Ad hoc Committee in November of 2007 to further investigate the issue of archiving geospatial 

data. In November of 2008 the group formally presented its findings to the GICC.
15

 These findings 

included specific recommendations for data format, storage media, metadata, frequency of capture of the 

data, and next steps for the long-term preservation of geospatial content in the state.  

 

Kentucky 

 

The Kentucky GeoMAPP team is comprised of staff from the Department for Libraries and Archives 

(KDLA), the stateôs primary archival body, and the Department of Geographic Information (DGI) which 

manages the Kentucky Geography Network (KYGEONET),
 16

 Kentuckyôs geospatial data clearinghouse. 

The team also receives technical GIS training, consultation, and project assistance from Kentucky State 

University. Organizationally, DGI falls under Kentuckyôs Commonwealth Office of Technology (COT).  

Electronic Records Program Background 

At GeoMAPPôs inception KDLA had 3 staff members accessioning geospatial data, e-mail, website 

snapshots, state publications, governorôs records, and meeting minutes into their archive. GeoMAPP 

allowed Kentucky to continue expansion of its electronic records program through the financial support, 

sharing of ideas/techniques, and development of best practices, despite the loss of a team member during 

the project period. The team has developed a DSpace repository application that is housing GIS and other 

electronic records. The Kentucky DSpace repository stores shapefiles, small images and PDFs, and plans 

are in place to describe and reference file geodatabases and large image stores that are external to the 

DSpace instance. Throughout the project, Kentuckyôs electronic records holdings have continued to grow 

and the team is focusing on accessioning additional records. 

Kentuckyôs Geospatial Architecture 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky takes a fairly centralized approach for their geospatial holdings and 

hosts data for local, regional, state and federal entities on the Kentucky Geography Network. All of the 

resources made available via the KYGEONET feed the Commonwealthôs Enterprise GIS Databases, 

KyRaster and KyVector, which are managed by the Division of Geographic Information (DGI). These 

databases are accessed by hundreds of GIS users in State Government on a daily basis. There are no 

formal agreements in place nor do any mandates exist that require data producers to provide their 

geospatial data resources to the KYGEONET. Participation is voluntary; however, entities have chosen to 

contribute due to the exposure their data receives and the benefits that are realized from having the data 

accessible in a ñself-serveò manner.  

                                                           
14 The full data sharing report can be found here: http://www.ncgicc.com/LinkClick.aspx?link=156&tabid=306&mid=547 
15 The Archival and Long Term Access Committeeôs recommendations can be found here: 

http://www.ncgicc.com/Portals/3/documents/Archival_LongTermAccess_FINAL11_08_GICC.pdf  
16 KYGEONET, http://KYGEONET.ky.gov/ 

http://www.ncgicc.com/LinkClick.aspx?link=156&tabid=306&mid=547
http://www.ncgicc.com/Portals/3/documents/Archival_LongTermAccess_FINAL11_08_GICC.pdf
http://kygeonet.ky.gov/
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KYGEONET allows its users to locate maps and geographic content for a particular part of the state or by keyword 

or theme type. 

 

In order for data to be ingested into the KYGEONET, geospatial data resources must include a minimum 

set of FGDC-compliant metadata. If the required metadata is not present, the data will not be ingested 

into the KYGEONET or the Enterprise Databases. In most all instances the data submitted for distribution 

is an ESRI shapefile or file and tile-based image datasets. Transfer of this data occurs via network shares, 

FTP, DVD/CD, and portable hard drives. One of the primary challenges the Kentucky team has faced in 

data acquisition has been with several regional agencies responsible for hosting local government data 

that charge for data access. This restricted access has limited the archiving efforts for this data, but 

participation in GeoMAPP has helped catalyze discussion between KDLA, DGI and the data providers. 
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How geospatial data moves within the Commonwealth of Kentucky 

Existing Geoarchives Activities 

Kentucky is unique among project partners as there was already an established working relationship in 

place between KDLA and DGI prior to the inception of the GeoMAPP project and data was actively 

being transferred to the archives. KDLA has been working with DGI and its predecessor agency since 

2005, including producing records retention schedules and records transfers before GeoMAPP. This 

relationship has survived and flourished despite changes in leadership and absence of top level support 

due to the dedication of the DGIôs staff to the principle of geospatial data value and the need for 

preservation measures. This relationship was initiated via the Kentucky Electronic Records Working 

Group and KDLA actively encouraged DGI and other holders of geospatial data resources to establish 

retention schedules for critical data. KDLA had 1 terabyte of storage in place prior to the project to help 

store their snapshots of DGIôs vector data, and project funds allowed this capacity to expand to over 10 

terabytes to handle extended vector holdings in addition to some raster imagery. The partnership with the 

GIS community which began before the grant has blossomed into an active data sharing and modeling 

relationship. 

Utah 

The Utah GeoMAPP team is comprised of staff from the Division of Archives and Records Service and 

the Automated Geographic Reference Center (AGRC). AGRC manages the State Geographic Information 

Database (SGID),
 17

 Utahôs geospatial data clearinghouse. The Archives is a division within the 

Department of Administrative Services, while AGRC is part of the Department of Technology Services.  

 

                                                           
17 Utah SGID, http://agrc.its.state.ut.us/ 


