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Problems facing digital audio 
collections

• Disorganized multimedia collections 
of cultural significance 

• Lack of resources

• Often, no formal archivists

• Rapidly changing technology

• Lack of semantic context for audio 
content

• Demand for content using new web 
platforms and social media.
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“Keeping digital content requires a significant 
information technology infrastructure, meaning 
both systems and people. That may be fine for larger 
organizations but what about smaller or 
independent libraries and archives? Small sound 
archives are clearly not in a position to mount this 
level of IT infrastructure. What are they to do?” 

-Carl Fleischauer, “The Library of Congress Digital 
Audio Preservation Prototyping Project”

Preservation and access

“Meeting researchers’ needs for access to 
materials trumps archiving perfection in 
archival description and arrangement.” 

-Lisa Spiro in the 2009 report “Archival 
Management Software: A Report for the Council 
on Library and Information Resources”
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“Imagine being able to find a sentence... somewhere in your 
archive. That would be an amazing tool.”

Ben Walker, Too Much Information

"I could do a lot better — I keep saying, “Someday I’m gonna send a 
month organizing all this,” but I don’t even have [my hard drives] 
cataloged well, and I plug them in until I find what I need."

Paul Ingles, NPR Liaison to Independent Producers 

"If there was a lightweight, very user-friendly way for stations and other 
producers in the community to have access to a tool that really helps them 
do their job and integrate it with other tools they’re already using, 
people would totally jump at the chance to make their lives easier."

Hannah Sommers, NPR librarian  
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Making audio searchable
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"With the proliferation of digital 
production and distribution 
workflows which rely on a wide 
variety of equipment by different 
manufacturers that must ‘speak’ to 
each other... it is increasingly 
important that stations begin to 
adopt common standards for 
cataloging and tracking so that 
program files can be successfully 
changed."

-Recommended Metadata Guidelines for 
Describing Born-Digital Master 
Programs for Preservation and Deposit 
with The Library of Congress and Other 
Digital Repositories.

Standards to combat silos
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