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National Digital New spaper  Program (2004-  ) 

▪ Enhance access to American newspapers 
▪ Develop permanent digital resource including selected 

historic content from all US states and territories 
▪ Shared resources and cost distribution 

(LC/NEH/Awardees) 
▪ Shared practices/specifications = community 
▪ Paced scalability  
▪ Plan for technical change and sustainability 

requirements 
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Chronicling Amer ica: Histor ic Amer ican New spapers 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 
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PARTNERS:  
44 institutions | 11.3 m ill ion pages now  online | 1789-1922 
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National Digital New spaper  Program (2016) 

▪ 11.3 million pages online  
▪ Approx. 75+ Tb online, 750+ Tb archival storage 
▪ 3.9 million visits in 2015 (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov) 
▪ 44 states and territories participating 
 
▪ Also received: 

▪ 1150 newspaper history essays 
▪ 2100 bibliographic titles (of 153,000 titles published) 
▪ 10,000 reels of microfilm (duplicate print negative) 
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Finding Our History 

▪ Page Search – Full text 
▪ Search by place, time, keyword 
▪ Page information – Title, Date, 

Edition, Section, Page (Image) 
▪ Visual search results (Thumbnail 

view with hit-highlights) 
▪ Pan and Zoom 
▪ Full-screen view 

▪ US Newspaper Directory 
Search  
▪ Search by place, time, keyword, 

format, subject, etc.  
(CONSER/WorldCat data) 

▪ Keyword search –  e.g., “http” 
(external Web site links) or “times” 
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ChronAm: W hat’s Available 

   Digitized page images
   
 
 
 

OCR 
 
Mars has atmosphere, seasons, land,  
y!?H water, storms, clouds and 
mountains. 
"H Mars has i-wr. "'o - 
H only 3,700 miles awa.y and revolves 
around 
?!i it ni seven and a half 'houvs ? phoot- 
fciji': ing star. 

 
Metadata 

 
"place_of_publication": "Salt Lake City, 
Utah", "lccn": "sn83045396", "start_year": 
"1890", "place": [ "Utah--Salt Lake--Salt 
Lake City" ], "name": "The Salt Lake 
tribune.", "publisher": "Tribune Pub. Co.", 
"url": 
"http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn
83045396.json", "end_year": "current", 
"issues": [ { "url": 
"http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn
83045396/1904-01-01/ed-1.json", 
"date_issued": "1904-01-01" 

 

Newspaper Directory 
Records 
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ChronAm: How  do w e make it available? 

▪ Public website 
▪ Open API – no login required 
▪ Stable URLS 

▪ So helpful for so many reasons 
▪ Added bonus - URLs make sense (title/date/page) 

▪ Industry standard endpoints – like OpenSearch 
▪ Machine readable views (like JSON) 

▪ Easier to play with the stuff 

▪ As pre-fab datasets (OCR bags) 
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The NEH Data Challenge 
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First Pr ize: Amer ica’s Public Bible 
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First Pr ize: Amer ica’s Public Bible 
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Second Pr ize: Amer ican Lynching 
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Second Pr ize: Amer ican Lynching 
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Second Pr ize: Histor ical Agr icultural New s 
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Second Pr ize: Histor ical Agr icultural New s 
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Third Pr ize: Chronicling Hoosier  
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Third Pr ize: Chronicling Hoosier  
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Third Pr ize: USNew sMap.com 
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Third Pr ize: USNew sMap.com 
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K-12 Pr ize: Digital APUSH 
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K-12 Pr ize: Digital APUSH 
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Some Thoughts 

▪ Know your collections 
▪ Contest as motivation 
▪ Teams and 

collaboration 
▪ Academic and 

intellectual value 
▪ Learn from users 
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Thank you!  

NEH Division of Preservation & 
Access 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/preservati
on/national-digital-newspaper-
program  
 
LC NDNP Public 
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/  
 
Chronicling America 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov  
 
Contact us 
Leah Weinryb Grohsgal 
lgrohsgal@neh.gov  
Deborah Thomas 
ndnptech@loc.gov  
  
 

http://www.neh.gov/grants/preservation/national-digital-newspaper-program
http://www.neh.gov/grants/preservation/national-digital-newspaper-program
http://www.neh.gov/grants/preservation/national-digital-newspaper-program
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/
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