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Who We Are
• Family Search (familysearch.org)
• World’s largest genealogy organization
• In operation more than 100 years
• Non-profit
• Owned and funded by the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints



What We Do

• Promote family history research
• Provide online tools to support research
• Engage non-researchers 
• Publish digitized genealogical records
• Preserve both digital and physical records



User Uploaded Artifacts



Genealogically Significant Artifacts



User-managed Shared Pedigree



Simplified Records Pipeline
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Use Case: Search



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYYB-XMW
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Finder Functionality

• Provide external API (REST)
• Route object operations to correct storage 

cell.
– Check free space for optimum new object 

placement
– Retrieve appropriate data stream

• Enforce access control



• TH-266-12450-42919-53
• metadata.xml
• displayImage.jpg
• thumbnail.jpg
• fullImage.jp2

Data Streams
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Storage Cell

• Knows its own objects by ID
• Uses a standard file system
• Storage size based on time to restore
• Optimizations
– Bloom filters
– Algorithmic mapping of ID to folder



Questions?

Tom Creighton, CTO
tc@familysearch.org




