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DAARWG: Data Archiving and Access Requirements Working Group
Reports to the Science Advisory Board (SAB)

DMC: Data Management Committee
Reports to the NOAA Observing Systems Council (NOSC), 
a principal advisory body to the NOAA Administrator

NAO 212-15: NOAA Administrative Order on Environmental and Geospatial Data

November 18, 2010 NDIIPP Workshop at LOC on Geospatial Data Dan Kowal



NAO 212-15

SECTION 3. POLICY

.04 
Decisions within NOAA to retain and preserve environmental 
and geospatial data and information shall be based upon the 
procedure and decision process found in 
"NOAA Procedure for Scientific Records Appraisal and 
Archive Approval,”…

Note:
This provision in the policy no longer exists.  However, it is referred to in a more 
general sense as “Approved Procedural Directives” in Section 4, Implementation.

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~ames/NAOs/Chap_212/naos_212_15.html
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“What to Archive” Documents
The Complete Guide Informational Brochure

Featured Best Practice at NARA
Available at: 
www.nosc.noaa.gov/docs/products.html and www.ngdc.noaa.gov/wiki/



NOAA “What to Archive” Procedure Flow Diagram
NOAA Archive Process from 30,000 ft.
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What specific aspects of appraisal and selection require more 
investigation?

Identification of Records:
• How is the Procedure being communicated to groups in NOAA?
• Requests coming in where no funding was identified at the outset
for archive.

• Past practices of data rescue activities subverting any appraisal
assessment.

• Data identified by Users, but not definitely by Providers.
• Impromptu Data Campaigns.
• When domain expertise does not reside at the center.
• Data Center time and resources could be reduced if providers
understood what is required for a project prior to engaging a Data
Center. 

• Consistent tracking of receipt of request in a centralized fashion.
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What specific aspects of appraisal and selection require more 
investigation?

Appraisal of Records:
• Assembly of an appraisal team (coordination,
timeliness, incentives).

• Lack of resources of assigning a Project Manager
per each appraisal

• Time intensiveness to conduct.
• Tool to track the process (It’s coming!)
• Enforcement/Accountability.
• Improving cost estimation/Coordinating w/ CLASS.
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“What to Archive”: Notes of Interest

Exemptions:
Scientific records that existed within a NOAA archive prior to June 30, 2008 
are exempt from this procedure, unless those records require evaluation for potential 
disposal according to existing NOAA records disposition schedules or do not have a 
defined disposition schedule. 

Timeline:
The Information Provider will receive, within 30 days of the NOAA Facility’s receipt of 
the request, acknowledgement of the request and the expected duration of the 
process, which will return a decision to the requester. 

Public Comment:
Any decision that results in a) existing scientific records being removed from a NOAA
archive or b) newly acquired scientific records being added to a NOAA archive that 
have also gone through a formal records appraisal process will be advertised for 
public comment and appeal by the NOAA Office Director using their Line office’s 
procedure for implementing the “NOAA Policy on Partnership in the Provision of 
environmental Information.”
November 18, 2010 NDIIPP Workshop at LOC on Geospatial Data Dan Kowal



What Records are We Talking About?

The four categories covered by this procedure are as follows:

1) Original Data 
2) Synthesized Products
3) Hydro-meteorological, Hazardous Chemical Spill, and 

Space Weather Warnings, Forecasts, and Advisories
4)  Experimental Products
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