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The Problem: Preserving State 
and Local Geospatial Data

• Valuable temporal data, frequent update
• Superseded data inaccessible or permanently lost
• Diffuse points of data production and custodianship

• Counties, state agencies, municipalities, regional
• Different organizational model for geospatial in each state
• State Archives not engaged in spatial data infrastructure



North Carolina Geospatial 
Data Archiving Project

• One of eight initial NDIIPP collection-building partnerships
• Partners: NCSU Libraries and NCCGIA (2004-2009)

• Leveraging existing spatial data infrastructure
• NC OneMap vision statement:  

“Historic and temporal data will be maintained and available”

• Repository as catalyst for discussion about technical 
issues, data sharing, roles in data archiving



NCGDAP Outcomes

• Initiation of a dialog about data preservation and access
• Engagement with the vendor community
• Data Preservation Working Group within the OGC
• Engagement with State Archives
• Increased producer effort to retain superseded data
• NC Archival and Long-Term Access Committee

Wake County, NC 
Temporal Data Access



Leveraging Geospatial Resources -
Spatial Data Infrastructure



Shared Responsibility; Shared Vision 
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Geospatial Data Are Public Records



Proposed Local Retention Schedule



Content in Motion
Leveraging A Process and Partnerships



Content in Motion
State Archives as a Partner



GeoMAPP: A Lesson in Collaboration 
Working together to address the archival challenge

Relationship building 
Collaborative working groups to address project aims
State based solutions with team oversight and feedback
Collective activities to test assumptions and create best 
practices



GeoMAPP: Next Steps 
Wrap up of exiting efforts

Data transfer between states
Interim report of project findings and recommendations

Expanding the partnership
Informational Partnership
GeoMAPP 2010

Focus areas include
Providing access to archived material
Business Planning for sustainable archive
Outreach, engagement and mentoring 




